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Prospective witnnessea- the Autopsy doctors l/o/69 

^ra# Humes, Boswell, $ Harold Woi?berg 

-5±&.i r X^e ■ 

In my original analysis 1 made the inexcusable mistake of believing 
it r/mj possible for the Wo rr on CoraminMon to be right about anything# So, when 
these doctors wore led into testimony that established on the record that each had 
competence in forensic pathology, I never dre«m^thi 3 would be faleo# it v/us# Only 
i: inc!c, who we» not in charge, had had any meaningful experience with gunshot wounds 
at oil# These men were of undoubted cor&p&fcence in ordinary hospital deaths but not 
in crimes of violence# Incredible os it sterna, it in exactly ©e I -*ut it in ?IIJTB- 
fcASK II: the President, got on autopsy unworthy bof © Bowery bum; his accused aannsGin 
got on autopsy befitting th President of the u uited states# 

Then Commander James J# Humes was the chief pathologist at tb.e Bethea da 
Navel Hospital# His naxt-in-chorga \p^then-Commonder J# Thornton Boswell. Boswell 
waited a decent time tc return tc civilian life# Humes Waiter* until he made captain, 
then also become o civilian, welting long enough to appear on the 0 ES video whit ewe oh 
es e Ceptain. His eddroos con be easily found# It is in the midwest. Boswell is 
in suburban Bushing ton, living ana working netfrjthe Naval Hospital. He is patholog- 
ist ot Subui-bon Hospital, in Montgomery County. Hio home and office arc both at 
8600 Old GeorgetoOT Road, phone 30X/0L6-7449 and 0L6-6Q00 (off)# Colonel Pierre 
Finck, vihen last I checked up on him, hen a phone listed at the Pentagon. He is, or 
et leant wos, chief of the Wound** Ballistics Branch# Eo seamed to spend meet -of his 
time out of the country, in Vietnam, where even hie office told m*s they didn't' 
know hie nd rsss. Since the JFK! assassination, he se^ma to have developed n weak- 
ness for nervous breakdowns. Dr# Jock Nichols was my source on this# It is possible 
he has kept up with Finck one Humes, Through his pathologists directories I am 
certain he esn supply the addresses that ora current. Of course, if Finck has bean 
staying ±to? in th® VS. lstexly, he can be reached at Ms home, 754l-i4nw, UK RA 3-4154 
This is near Walter Reed Medical Cantor, the Army # s equivalent of Beihcisde Naval 
Hospital (RA3-1000). Jack has mo ro or less kept tabs on these men. I suggest that 
if you have any questions about their careers subsequent to the assassination, he 
may know the answers# To keop you from lo* king it up, hie phones in Sensufe City a©e: 
NI 2-9460 (home) ?:nd ADo-5252, ©xt. 350 (off). f He is spending most of his tame ot his 
offico# He ia working on a manuscript# I didn t ask him, but it seams to me possible 
ho might be at the Hew Ojfxaens meetings Yfocht is attending the 17th and 18th, end 
it is not beyond possibility that the o there, oil or aome, ra*?y bo there. The regis- 
trations if ill toll you. If they ore, it simplifies issuing oubpenas. 

Possibly because 1 hove no separate recollection of Sylvia 3/tOftgher 9 s 
writing I believe that the chapter '"Tha Doctoro end tie Autopsy 41 , together with the 
one before it, "The dumber of Shots", in Y5IIT.F ? £SH, are, although the first, still 
the definitive published work on the autopay# I «nplifi©d It in part 2 of "HITE- 
S&G II. Since then I hove written 2GST MOTTTEM, which ho a (with the addition of new 
materiel discovered since it was completed 9/67) /all that hoe since come to light, 
and that I think ic the most shocking stuff in cntJ history^. IM prefer that this 
not be gone into at the tribal, for I hove a fortune in time and money tied up 
ir thot manuscript. If it in necessary, okay, If y» u do it with mo as the witness, 
testifying to the document I discovered and ho *7 I discovered them (the hottest 
misfik&d, destroyed every place they are supposed to exist in the files)# I will 
have the manuscript and the documents with me-. It dependo on your approach end what 
cen be clone in a court of left, but 1 repeat whnt I ?a*ote in tbs memo on the Park- 
land doctors, hnvirj * Specter as n witness could be quite some thing# I sure wish I 
could question hint 

Of the throe autopsy doctors, if you have to stick to one, I ro commend 
Hum* a* Especially with his subsequent statements, uh i ell I have, he will acme apart 
or cormit perjury# Either way, ho will hslp# X have, for example, the text cf the 
CBS chov, whore ho lied. It would help to kno »v whet cud hov: you intend to do and 
go into, To 3* there is « limit to how much 1 con corry# I could t^Ica a briefcase 
full of stuff on just the autopsy# 
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1,1 «*»« afcovo that ay ehaptsr ran mine the definit^work, I do not wont 
tt> imply there la nothing also, x surest only that if there Is tims for but United 
reading, this should be it. I jdhavo already recommended tha appendix -Veaht wrote 
from Thompson. Epstein, who visualizes tho moat awful conspiracy any writer has 
suggested, the rewriting of the autopsy after January HO, nonetheless is quite 
wrong, for he just didn't and cloosn' t knov» too material, ‘ihe. autopsy was done 
over immediately, for the reasons set forth in fOsT-mi-JPEs!. In a sense tW* and 
what relates Is much worse, if you have to feo into, ns can discuss it when I am 
thex’e or if •> im canoe up to argue in District of Columbia court. 



I do not nova the tout a book, which is on Halperin. 1 do have tho magazine 
piece, which goes into that pert, and I have end will bring the ‘'ournal of the 
American Medical Association issue on it. ilelperin ussumsas wb at ha does not icno v? 
and whet is false and fro a there, wrong an ho is,nonetneless suit*. rightly clobbers 
the sutop.-i y doctors ss incompetent because they lacked the training and experience 
for that kind of autopsy* However, he assumes the correctness of the basic Oomnis'ion 
conclusions, like Epetoin, without examining them at all. 

I also hove in POST-MORTEM Specter’s carefully-dated notes of hi® pro- 
deposition questioning of Humes (end, I think, Boswell). My recollection is th.*.t 
this and the subsequent testimony ho adduced are sufficient for tho charge of 
perjury sad its subornation. In any event, there is little that is crucial in tho 
testimony that will stand e “oss-exaaination, particularly egsiast the 
testimony of the Secret service agents. If we add to this the observations of the 
PI3I agents present, il u)Jea is in d« p trouble. A t la my opinion he will go to any 
length to avoid being a witness, s cannot be a decent man and survive it, rsrsonolly 
or professionally, without 3 plai&t of "raia culpa”, to complain that ho was not 
adequate to the teak and it should not have been assigned to him. I have fslso 
Specter s notes on hi? questioning of the ESI agonts «t the autopsy, Siebert am 
O’Neill, whouho thereafter w an careful not to call as witnesses. I think it would 
be good to try and aubpena these two, but If such testimony is permitted/ it is I 
who discovered their report, though it- first epoesrad, by e strange series of 
unexpected events, in the appendix to the re$nt of "Inquest" . Inhere oanducted 
what In think can qualify oa an exhaustive investigation of the autopsy. I think 
it required ee much time as » doatorste. 



But, if you restrict yourself to what Is pu^liahod,.syou can utterly 
destroy the autopsy. The Tflotes that were burned - ; ->nd £umes burned them - ore not 
the notes Majfr pimps for headlines, knowing, for 1 taught him in August i960, that 
he is wrong. Tho autopsy notes were never burned. I hove traced them from then 
autopsy beach to tho witness chair, with the appropriate receipts, which I have. 

•‘■het was burned was the first holograph autopsy. Chonaoa wars then made in the 
second holograph, often substantive, not editorial ( I^have made & word, by word 
corapsiison of all lb pages), ami one pivotal one that woe not made by ^urnes. 

This is where he omitted whet Perry told him the day after the assassination, when 
he was rewriting the drafts the President's tack wound sae a ~frwt"~v^unJ7n?very- 
body 3® eras to have minced this obvious thing. A t is In tha fourth paragraph. I hoie 
9 facsimile in tho appendix to WHITEWASH. Even no, Humes ana nek both said, and 
Boswell, that there ccul.s have boon no single-bullet explanation of the non-fatel 
Injuries. He cennot explain the roar non-fatel wound, not when ho is skamiaed (is 
there onv doubt he would be ruled unfriendly?), and J rak wichola has o wry simple 
end totally devastating thing on this I am aah^Sed of myself for not tumbling to. 
Cor it requires no 'medical knowjrlsrdgo- I just missed it. If you can get jifea^^gi.iaet 
the agents on tho stand, you should wind up with name thing real good, for what they 
will any is entirely other then ho will, end ho is their original source. . .tie nefrer 
saw the pictures, and be con hf-rdly have used the available X-royo during hie 
examination of the body, ^et ho said he "ro-exemined" the pictures when they were 
put in the Archive? (I hevc the contract end correspondence with the executor. 



Archivist (I renlly think is is what led him to retire early), etc* Two betehoo of 
pictures didn*t cane out, incredible oe this may soea when y :u kacvw the very 
stiff federal prerequisites for medical photographer. The pictures and prints 
returned to the ft overmnent do not add up against shot is .recorded ns having been 
taken, etc. g 

£o not allow yourself to be bo ■'•by -trapped os the X-r£.ya. They ere very 
significant, but, not in tee *oy you think froinvhst you ha 90 aoid. They caa not 
ato the p£t?b cf bulJefce through the body cr *ber* they entered or exited, unless 
they hit boric , for tissue does not show in X-reys, bona doer*. Thay rill aho# .metal, 
for example, which is significant. The picture©, I think, sro the thin% and if 
I were to ranke n wild guees, I T u nay thst thi* two batches that did not/ turn out 
include the cranial ones cn entry and exit. tiov there fc bs been extensive inaccurate 
writing about th* pictures end X-reyi*. In foot, since, their "return ", I recall 
no single accurate .article, including that by **'i£« in the Oat. £vo. Pont. The 
truth in not the t ^obby refund th* m- ho didn't; not that ? *'erren prohibited itjouite 
tho contrary ( end 1 have nil of this from the suppressed stuff). The ©sitting 
document or y evidence points et. &?nkin f for at one point Warren ordered him to 
arrange on examination. Tho Srarai salon never even considered asking **obby about 
the pictures end ^-raya until after it had taken its autopsy testimony* nevar 1 b d 

any direct contact on this at all. Again, x havn tlx- documents la POST HThTLli. 

Parenthetically, 1 think a nub pens to the Archives for the suppressed 

part of Jackie’s testimony, that ou th* sounds, is in or«3er. She teas the only 
close etpwitnesa ia the world. The only one close enough to him to sec wb.rt ; they 
looked like. I suggest it is not good teste that led the Commission (again, I suggest 
this z&ecne Rankin or Rankin-Specter) voluntarily to expunge her testimony on this 
from the printed evidence. I have tried without success to get access to it under 
any circumstances and bean denied, repeatedly. InJt the legal eenee, 1 linvc exhausted 
my administrative remedies • 

If you ask i%raee to repeat under oath whet be has said in public you 
noil him to parjurjr, for he never sew the pictures until ha was shown £ &et In the 
f?.ll of 1965. The best he could then hove ©aid is that they show shut he then re- 
c oiled having aeenuon his outopey bench. 

Contrary to what is generally thought of his testimony an;: the misrep- 
resentation. of it in ths Report, ho never did say that he traced tho path of the 
re-er-cm try bujc&et through tho body. H© merely asoume it. ^his 1c not only hie 
testimony, but it is something else J have from a suppressed official source in 
POPT idOOTEM. With the body before them, there was no such path, and they took tbs 
body apart, which is what one dose in *a autopsy. And, if you had gotten the stills 
I tried to got you to get from LI3 V &, ho vculd oven have trouble with hi© testimony 
about tho hcu:d wound, the- fatal one or ones, for I m certain there were two hoed 
shots, o© oxraiastion of the raovis shows, as you saw when I showed it to you. Here 
I am not tailring about whet Thompson lifted from reus, which is too technical for 
the j^ry to got easily. There is s visible forward movement, before the 212 shot. That, 
of course, shown to him, should si no throw him If be is esfed to explain it in terms 
of hi o autopsy report. 

Thi« is too ha3ty, for !■ htve to leave for town end *®at to gat It typed 
uo 1 can get it in today 5s mall. $e have £ prediction for elect, which will make 
driving, through tho uoantuiris uncongenial. It May scorn choc tic. Wt <ae sura. arize 
the b lean supply any dotoll you may yraut. Humes did the autopsy and wrote tho 
report on it. Boswell end i'inck Y<ero his assistants. They did little. iioe*t»ell will 
go to pieces on the body chart, with v/hst I hove. Ho is the on- ■ who did it. not 
EujnffiL, as «brk aud thepthers soy. 1 hed e reporter friend interview him ard I have 
wha t he then t-jid, v/hi'ch i* ridiculous rnd would ruin him on examination (if be 
retracts it, hr can eay only v-ho.t Is more dvmcging). Humes wrote* tho autopsy first 
draft t/o days after tho body exarainetioa. called the Farlcl&nd doctor? the in- 
tervening day, twice, not the once ho testified to (and Parry confirmed this to me. 



telling me tha oateuaibl* pa/pcso. of aach call). if o?-, ploaas ratnembar mg stipula- 
tion on "W HOHTilt. Kua*c rewrote thos autopsy rap4rt in his aun hares, in tin 
rscrentiHg. room, turning the original in tha firoplaca (an-; «os navar sskfld why. 
nor wet: this »vw fro '.me 3 upon). Whsn? 
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‘ is ii ijta.oe wsa in nob ra writing the second, draft, in uakroo L&i&ni, thUt 
ho lia a bur use oay. If the eh-ngas ho ntsde in the second draft ere examinee, they 
will clearly show he ugsln oluingsd the story, e &L itaiiU'ted nil but one reference 
to entry v hi? ayaonym, sa the testimony allows^ wae "puncture”). 

To a degree this is covered by the up; rovul uf hi* certi election of 
having donu this. He did turn in hi*-: notoe, he got a receipt for them, the ad- 
^Iral In charge of the entire navel radical inctslletiou. turned them ovtr to 
*'V U?C of tho Secret Service, Bcurftk turned them over to Burkloy, nnd I have tlu 
receipts. - hoy specify the prosectorin notes* r fhia is olso clear in his testimony, 
when he held in his hend Xeroxes of his own notes and to testified, I have exten- 
sive corropponclGnoe on this, with the Archives and, I think, Goc.rot Service, I will 
have them with me, These notes arc required to bo In File 371 and inhibit 297 and 
are in neither* They, too, should be subpenaod. They sro the moat important T )f? rt of 
th.*f autopsy examination with the possible exception oP the pictures* They map be 
more important, if leas dramatic, end they are not subject to th; technical ob- 
jections of q "contract”* 



What is even worse about nil of tula I will not uni ih wit lag, but 
I huvo a copy of a document all copies of vfc ich were toioughfdwatroysd. *t i 3 , in 
sane ways, perhaps tho most shocking a ngle one in our history. .Everything 
wrong was approved. Heal ^eeBeth. x< his I goo after 1 comply bud" the text of tho 

book. That is about 140 single -a pa ce, le-gal-£&sred p&gaa. I will hove it with we. 

And I will Murder ahybody who leaks any of iiis secret contents. Vince end Bud 
both agree it la by for the most significant book yet* 

SU Again to mirwjrfz© in a different w«y, proper examination of ^Srger, 

ia iCSf alone of the autopsy doctors, especially bracketed with Wocht and ifichols, 
should establish tha 1 there bed to have been a conspraey, that his testimony end 
eutopey proctoeol are wrong, that there had to hove been more shots than conceded, 
that they hod tr have none from both front and back -fiojon that hie* autopsy report 
so at ■a ted until after Oswald was murdered. Tfcio 1? oua of the things that he 
cannot live with, I PKa certain, the rewriting of his report when he knew it *viuld 
not be cross-examined by Og^.-d f B lawyer, for t.a deed Oswald tdu 1<1 not bo in coux v t, 
would he-ve no lawyer, H©<e again 1 w.-.nt to remind you of th? availability of 
having Specter as a witness and the alternative, ir It is a) legally poe Libia and 
b) really m- cesser y to your purposes, of having me torilfy to th* documents I discover- 
ed and read them or enter them into evidence. 

Sere 1 h^ve divided Interests, -his would certainly b- the end of any 
possible belief in tho Warren *a?>ort or the innocence of those involved in it md 
the autopsy. 1 t; would also be ruinous to my personal interest nad cost me a ccnaidar- 
fcble amount of time and money inves tad, much mcr * than you cun imagine. 

Gt.tll in -strictest confidence, I add this; There ?,sre 25 military 
eutopay witnesaos, none of whom were cnlJed os witnesses. There were no civilian 
\rltnasn»es at ull. ISvrrye civilian waa kept out of the room. The only exceptions ere 
tho Secret Service agents guarding tho President’^ body and the FJ3I agents keeping 
them honest* The FBI agents **ire not called a ~ witnesses an* thoiv report '-viis sup- 
pressed. (Thero are also indications of an earlier report by tliL-m that I on not find. 
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